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BOOKS

Are they
watching?

Are we beingtold?,

ABOVE TOP SECRET:The
WorldwideUFO Cover-up.By
TimothyGood. Sidgwickana
Jackson.590pp.$39.95.

Reviewer:

BRIAN JEFFREY.

HERE,

toall
appearances,

isa treatise on the evidence

for the
existence

of uniden

tifiedflyingobjccts.It has all the
trappings

one wouldexpectto find
in a

scholarlywork,including
a

clear, logicalmarshalling

by the au
thor of his evidenceand

arguments,

and an
impressive

arrayof endpa
pers,nottheleastof whichis an
extensive appendix reproducing
relevant official documents.

Of
course,

forallthat,it won'tdo
a thingfor

determined non-believ

ers;howeverit willsurelyintrigue

the
open-mindedreaderand might

even shakethe
occasional sccptic.

A formerBritish Chiefof De

fence Staff,Lord Hill-Norton,

weighsin earlyin supportof the
author."I have read two or three

dozen respectablebooks,"he writes

in a
foreword,

"andI havelistened

to
addresses

by a. dozenor more
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enthusiastic speakers, in whicha
very largenumberof

sightings
have

been vouchedfor by personswhose
credentials

seem to me unimpeach

able.It is
strikingthatso many

have been trainedobservers,
such

as policeofficers and
airline

or mili

tarypilots... Tim Goodgives
chapterand versefor many telling

examples ... and some
disquieting

evidence from witnesses of sight
ings... who claimto havebeen
silencedby unidentified'Govern
ment'

officials.

It is
difficult

to cred

it thattheyhaveall beeneither

lying or
hallucinating."

He goeson to mentionsome
thingwhichwillbecomeevidentto

anyonereadingdeeperinto the
book: the remarkable and unmis
takablesimilarity

in the descrip

tionsgivenof the phenomena

known
generically

as "flyingsau
cers", whetherthe

observers
be il

literatepeasantsor highlyeducated
professionals.

In a chapter devotedto Austra

liancases,Goodsaysofficialinves
tigationsinto

unidentifiedflying
objects

go backas faras 1920,when

strange, unexplainedlights were
seen at the entranceto Bass Strait

shortlybeforea shipand,later,a
searchplane disappearedwithout
trace.Pilot Frederick Valentich was
to

disappear
in the samegeneral

areain 1978after
reporting

a UFO
sighting.
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When,in 1952,officers
of the

Departmentof Civil Aviation
soughtto

establish
a specialbureau

to collatefactsaboutUFOs,says
Good, the Cabinet instructedthat
the subjectwas "moreproperly

a
matterfor the SecurityServicesto
investigate".Althoughrelevant
fileswere

classified secret,a spokes

person for the CSIROlatercon
firmedthat that

organisation

was
workingwith

investigators

on UFO
reports.

Other Australiansightingsde
tailedby Goodinclude

oneat Mar
alingam 1957 followingnuclear
testingthere,and anotherat North
WestCapein 1973whilethe

facility

was
communicating

a full nuclear

alertat thetimeof theYomKippur

War.

In 1963the then
Minister

for Air

refuseda
parliamentarian's

request
that the FederalGovernmentmake
publicits dossieron UFOs.The
Ministerassertedthatonlyabout3
or 4 percentof

sightings couldnot
be

explained
in termsof

balloons,

aircraft and
astronomical objects.

But HarryMessel, Professorof
Physicsat SydneyUniversity,

for
one,was

convinced
thata cover-up

was in
operation.

In 196She said:

"The factsaboutsaucers... have
longbeenknownin top secretde
fencecirclesof more countriesthan
one.Whatever

the truth,it mightbe
regardedas

inadvisable

to givepeo
pleat largeno clueaboutthetrue
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natureof these things".

The
perception

thatthereis a
world-wide cover-upof the factsre
gardingUFOsis, it appearsfrom
Good'sevidence,

not only widely
held,but also

reinforced

by the re
leaseof hithertohighlyclassified

documents.There is evidenceto
suggestthat certainauthorities,

no
tablythoseconcernedwith the
businessof

intelligence-gathering,

considerthat official confirmation

of the existenceof UFOs would

have
devastatingsocialand politi

cal effectson the
populations

of all

countries.

Evenmore
intriguing

are the per
sistentreportsthat flyingsaucers

have crashcdon Earthand their
weekageand the remainsof their

crews have been recovered.One
case

documented

by Goodis thatof
a crashsitenearAztec,New Mexi
co, from which16 humanoidbod
ies werereportedto havebeen
recovered in 1948.

Good is not
convincing

when
tryingto explainwhy flyingsaucers

haven'trevealed themselvesmore
publicly, like landingin London's

HydeParkor on the lawnsof the
WhiteHouse.His flippantremark

that they wouldfind
themselves

in
a heapof troublefromagencies

whichregulate air travel,immigra

tion,customsand the likehardly

doeshis casejustice,yet,apartfrom
explainingthat

extraterrestrials
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haveno needto maketheirpurpose
widelyknown,it appearsto be the
best argumenthe can muster.

AboveTop Secretis a
weighty,

tightly-packed

book which,despite
its subject,may wellprovesome
what dry for the casualreader.

Thereare, however, numerous pas
sageswhichwillattractthe browser,

with theirintriguingallegationsand
first-handreportsof mysterious

spacecraftand alien
life-forms.

The
committedreader,on the other
hand, will find Good'simmaculate

ly documentedwork
indispensable

as a
reference,

and a
milestone

in
the

literature
on this

fascinating

subject.
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Richard Huot,left,and
Jacques Lavoiewith

photographs

of an
oval-shapedobjectthey

photographed
while camping in the woods northof Montrealin 1978.


